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GREETINGS FROM AGRI SKILLS

TRANSFER!

Welcome to the May issue of our newsletter, where
we are excited to share with you the latest updates
and happenings from Agri Skills Transfer. As we move
further into the year, our commitment to excellence in
agricultural education and practical training remains
unwavering.

On the farm front, we are delighted to report on
the successful implementation of various initiatives
aimed at enhancing our agricultural practices. From
the introduction of new irrigation systems to the
expansion of our livestock facilities, we continue to
invest in sustainable farming methods that prioritise
efficiency and environmental stewardship.

In academic news, our students have been making
remarkable strides in their studies, showcasing their
dedication and passion for agriculture. We are proud
of their achievements and remain committed to
providing them with the knowledge and skills needed
to excel in the agricultural industry.

Additionally, we're delighted to introduce Marius
Louw as our newly appointed Farm Manager. Bringing
over 15 years of specialised experience and proficiency
in horticulture to the table, Marius is poised to make
significant contributions to our farm'’s prosperity and
the advancement of our agricultural goals.

As we look ahead, we are excited about the upcoming

opportunities for growth and collaboration in the
agricultural sector. From participating in industry
events to forging partnerships with key stakeholders,
we are committed to staying at the forefront of
agricultural innovation and education.

Thank you for your continued support and interest in
Agri Skills Transfer. We look forward to sharing more
updates and insights with you in the months to come.




A WORD FROM OUR MANAGING
DIRECTOR, LIZETTE BRAZENDALE

Dear friends and family of Agri Skills Transfer,

| trust this message reaches you in good spirits. As we journey into our 20th year in 2024, I'm eager to convey
some thrilling updates and words of encouragement to all of you.

Firstly, I'm pleased to announce that Agri Skills Transfer continues to expand and flourish. Our dedication to
empowering individuals in the agricultural sector remains steadfast, and | take pride in the strides we've made
thus far. We've witnessed remarkable accomplishments from both our students and staff, and I'm confident that
this year will surpass all expectations.

As we celebrate this significant milestone, | want to express my deepest gratitude to our staff for their dedication
and hard work. It is their passion and commitment that drives our success and makes Agri Skills Transfer the
exceptional institution it is.

Looking forward, I'm brimming with anticipation for the opportunities and hurdles that await us. With our
steadfast commitment and creative approaches, we're primed to leave a lasting imprint on the agricultural
industry, fostering its expansion and triumph. We extend heartfelt gratitude to our industry partners like Laeveld
Agrochem, PICRSA, Beefcor, ALZU, AGDA, Food for Mzansi, TLUSA, APAC, CASE, Pro Agri, Kleinskuur Aquaponics
and many more for their invaluable support of Agri Skills Transfer.

Together, let us continue to strive for excellence, embrace new opportunities, and achieve new milestones.
Here's to a fantastic year ahead filled with growth, learning, and success.

Warm regards, Lizette Brazendale

Managing Director, Agri Skills Transfer




“OOM DANIE”

In die uitgestrekte landskap van landbou en
landbouopleiding, is daar een figuur wat bo die res
uitstaan - Oom Danie Steyn. Gewaardeer deur almal
hier by Agri Skills Transfer en in die industrie, het
Oom Danie 'n vol lewe van toewyding en liefde vir die
landboubedryf geniet.

Danie Steyn se reis begin in die stowwerige paadjies
van ‘n klein dorp genaamd Kitalie in Kenia. Daar het
hy sy eerste skooljare deurgebring, voordat hy na
Nairobi vertrek om by die Prince of Wales Skool aan te
sluit. Maar sy passie vir landbou het hom later na Glen
Landbou Kollege gelei waar hy sy studies in Gemengde
Boerdery voltooi het.

Na sy studies het hy sy eerste skuif gemaak in die
landbou navorsingsveld, waar hy sy passie vir die
landbou verder ontwikkel het. Maar Danie se roeping
het hom nie net tot navorsing beperk nie. Hy het besef
sy ware passie |€ in die opleiding en begeleiding van
die volgende generasie landboukundiges.

Sy pad het hom na die Normaal Kollege in Pretoria
gelei,waarhysyonderwysdiplomavoltooihet.Syeerste
onderwyspos was aan die Settlers Lord Milner Skool.
Hier het hy nie net kennis oorgedra nie, maar het hy
ook ‘n opvoedkundige fondament vir sy leerders gelé,
geinspireer deur sy eie verantwoordelikheidsgevoel
teenoor sy familie en die jeug.

Vir 33 jaar het Danie die Lord Milner Landbouskool
met liefde en toewyding gedien. Hy het nie net kennis
oorgedra nie, maar het’'n lewe van passie en inspirasie
aan die jong landboukundiges gegee.

Later het Danie sy fokus verleg na vakadadvies, en
het hy 'n belangrike rol as adviseur vir geskiedenis en
aardrykskunde in Springs gespeel. Maar sy hart het
altyd na die landbou getrek.

In 2004 het Danie ‘n nuwe hoofstuk begin saam
met die stigter van Agri Skills Transfer, Ockert Smith.
Saam het hulle Agri Skills Transfer gestig, wat ‘n nuwe
era van landbou-opleiding ingelui het. Met passie
en deursettingsvermoe het hulle die pad gebaan vir
duisende landboukundiges regoor die land.

Danie was nie net ‘n pionier in landbou-opleiding
nie, maar ook ‘n liefdevolle eggenoot vir Sylvia en 'n
toegewyde vader vir hul twee kinders, Carl en Tamsen.

Nou, in die volgende fase van sy lewe, trek Danie na
die pragtige omgewing van die Kaap, Gordonsbaai.
Hier sal hy voortgaan om sy passie vir die landbou te
leef en ‘n nuwe generasie te inspireer.

Mag die son altyd skyn op Oom Danie se pad, en mag
sy nalatenskap in die landbou-opleidingswéreld vir
ewig voortleef.
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VISIONARY INDUSTRY
PERSPECTIVES FROM

OUR COO

As the Chief Operating Officer of Agri Skills Transfer,
| am deeply committed to shaping the future of the
agricultural industry. My vision extends beyond
mere training; it encompasses a holistic approach to
empower individuals with the skills and knowledge
needed to thrive in this dynamic field. At Agri
Skills Transfer, we offer agricultural training with a
difference by prioritising practical, hands-on learning
experiences.

To attain our objectives, we prioritise several essential
strategies. Foremost among these is our ongoing
effort to ensure that our curriculum reflects current
industry trends and technological progressions. This
guarantees that our students receive instruction in the
most up-to-date knowledge and techniques pertinent
to contemporary agricultural methods.

Secondly, we foster strong partnerships with industry
stakeholders, including farmers, agribusinesses, and
governmental organisations. These collaborations

enable us to provide real-world learning opportunities,
such as internships and mentorship programmes,
which bridge the gap between theory and practice.

Additionally, we emphasise the importance of
innovation and entrepreneurship in agriculture. Our
training programmes incorporate modules on business
management, marketing, and sustainable practices,
empowering students to become future leaders and
innovators in the agricultural sector.

Lastly, we prioritise inclusivity and accessibility in our
training initiatives. We offer flexible learning options,
including online courses and distance learning
programmes, to accommodate diverse learners from
various backgrounds and geographic locations.

Through these strategies, we aim to position Agri
Skills Transfer as a catalyst for positive change in the
agricultural industry. Together with our partners and
stakeholders, we are committed to nurturing a new
generation of skilled professionals who will drive
innovation, sustainability, and growth in agriculture
for years to come.

Shaun Welmans




FARM NEWS

We are thrilled to introduce Marius Louw as an
addition to our team, taking on the role of Farm
Manager here at Agri Skills Transfer. With his extensive
background in horticulture, landscaping, and nursery
management spanning over 15 years, Marius brings
a wealth of valuable experience and expertise to our
farm.

Marius's journey in the agricultural industry began
many years ago, where he cultivated a deep passion
for working with plants and nurturing landscapes.
His hands-on experience in various aspects of
horticulture, including plant propagation, cultivation
techniques, and pest management, has equipped him
with a diverse skill set that will undoubtedly benefit
our operations.

Joining Marius in this exciting new chapter is his wife,
Andrie, and their three children. Together, they bring a
strong sense of family values and a shared commitment
to excellence in agricultural management. As integral

members of our farm management team, Marius
and Andrie will oversee the day-to-day operations
of our farm, ensuring that our agricultural practices
are carried out with the utmost care and attention to
detail.

In addition to his responsibilities as Farm Manager,
Marius and his family will also serve as house parents
to the residential students in our hostel. Their
welcoming presence and nurturing approach will
create a supportive and enriching environment for
our students, fostering a sense of community and
belonging.

We are confident that Marius's leadership, coupled
with his dedication to sustainable farming practices,
will play a vital role in furthering our mission of
providing quality agricultural education and training.
Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Marius
and his family as they embark on this exciting journey
with us at Agri Skills Transfer.




At Agri Skills Transfer, our academic programmes
are flourishing as students demonstrate remarkable
progress in their studies. We offer our sincere
congratulations to all our learners for their steadfast
determination and pursuit of excellence.

It's truly inspiring to witness the determination and
hard work exhibited by our students as they pursue
their educational goals. Whether they’re mastering
the intricacies of agricultural science or honing their
practical skills in the field, each student’s journey is a
testament to their passion for learning and growth.

As an institution dedicated to empowering the next
generation of agricultural professionals, we take
great pride in the achievements of our students.
Their success is a reflection of our collective efforts
to provide quality education and training that equips
them with the knowledge and skills needed to thrive in
the agricultural industry.

We commend our students for their resilience,
perseverance, and academic achievements, and we
remain committed to supporting them every step of
the way on their educational journey. Together, we
will continue to cultivate a culture of excellence and
innovation in agricultural education.




PARTICIPATION IN INDUSTRY
EVENTS

Agri Skills Transfer takes pride in its participation in
eventslike TLUSAandthe Food for MzansiYoung Farmer
Indaba. These platforms provide us with valuable
opportunities to connect with industry leaders, engage
in meaningful discussions, and share our expertise
in agricultural education. By actively participating in
such events, we strengthen our network within the
agricultural community and contribute to the ongoing
conversation about the future of farming. We believe
in the importance of collaboration and knowledge
sharing to drive innovation and progress in the
agricultural sector. Through our involvement in these
events, we reaffirm our commitment to advancing
agricultural education and empowering individuals to
thrive in the dynamic field of agriculture.



zansi.co.za

ENGAGEMENT
AND OUTREACH

We are actively engaging with prospective students
at career exhibitions, showcasing the opportunities
available at Agri Skills Transfer and providing insights
intothe agriculturalindustry. Through our participation
in Perfect Life SA career exhibitions, we have visited
numerous schools and offered career advice to
thousands of prospective learners. By sharing our
knowledge and expertise, we aim to inspire young
minds to consider a career in agriculture and empower
them with the information they need to make informed
decisions about their future. Our presence at these
exhibitions reinforce our commitment to shaping the
next generation of agricultural professionals.
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STAY CONNECTED CONTACT US

Follow us on social media for more updates and For enquiries or more information, please contact us:
insights from Agri Skills Transfer.
Email: admin@agriskills.net
Facebook: Agri Skills Transfer
Phone: 012 460 9585
Instagram: AgriSkills
Website: agriskills.net
LinkedIn: Agri Skills Transfer



